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*Presentations will be in both Japanese and English. Discussion is expected to be mostly in

Japanese, while we welcome discussion in English.
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SRR I

Social Justice and Equity in Education

What is social justice in education and how can we ensure educational equity? Today, while
globalization, multiculturalism, the fourth industrial revolution, and changes toward a new public
and civil society are spreading, we are also suffering from widening educational and economic
disparities, the development of a risk society, and deepening division and conflict over justice. The
public education system is sustained by some kind of common culture and education that
transcends differences among people of various social and cultural backgrounds, and standard
content and curricula are designed based on such common values, but the principles of justice
and equity that form such commonality and standards of education are themselves wavering. As
differences and diversity in race, religion, language, region, culture, gender, disability, customs,
and values become increasingly evident, there is also a need to ensure equal and equitable access
to education for socially and economically disadvantaged children and for minority children who
are marginalized by "mainstream" status. Today, for example, SDG 4 sets the goal of ensuring
"inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all," and
the current Courses of Study reflect the concept of education to realize a society in which "no one
will be left behind," based on the development of "creators of a sustainable society.” However, it
is not easy to ensure that no one is left behind in the true sense of the word and that all children
are provided with a high-quality and equitable education. Under these circumstances, we need to
think about how to envision social justice and equity in education, how to guarantee access to
education that respects different cultures and values, how to realize curriculum diversity, how to
achieve education that rectifies disparities and overcomes inequalities, how to encourage dialogue
that goes beyond serious social divisions and intolerances, and how to form citizens who will be
responsible for social change. These questions have emerged as urgent social issues that should
be resolved. In this research project, we would like to deepen our understanding of the themes
of social justice and equity in education and consider concrete strategies to realize them.

Panelists:

Yoshihito Ii (Osaka Metropolitan University) How Should We Understand Social Justice and
Equity in Education Policy?: Focusing on Australian and Japanese Contexts

Miyuki Okamura (Hiroshima University) Social Justice in Question: Bolivian Education Reforms
and the Indigenous and Teachers' Unions Movements

Hiroko Kushimoto (Sophia University) Issues of Education and Social Justice from the
Perspective of Muslims as a Global Minority: The Case of Malaysia

Hitoshi Sato (Fukuoka University) Envisioning Social Justice and Equity in Teacher Education:
What Can We Learn from the Discussions in the U.S.?

Discussant: James Williams (George Washington University)

Moderators: Miki Sugimura (Sophia University), Masamichi Ueno (Sophia University)
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