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What Does Equity Mean in Early Childhood Education?
— Rethinking Equity from the Foundation of Education —

(¢ The session )

This international session reconsiders the theoretical challenge of Social Justice and

Equity in Education—a topic that has been continuously debated within the Japan Educational
Research Association (JERA)—from the perspective of early childhood education (ECE) as the
starting point of education. Educational research in Japan has primarily focused on elementary
and secondary schooling. In contrast, early childhood—the period during which the foundations
for lifelong learning and human development are established—has largely been addressed within
adjacent fields such as early childhood education and care, developmental psychology, pediatrics,
and social welfare, rather than being positioned as a central concern of educational research.

Recent national and international studies increasingly demonstrate that disparities in
early childhood education, care environments, and life experiences have profound and long-term
effects on children's later learning opportunities, development, and well-being. At the same time,
rapid social transformations—including climate change, globalization, technological
advancement, and increasing cultural diversity—are reshaping the environments in which
children grow and learn. As family structures, local communities, children's play, social
relationships, and learning environments continue to change, the conditions supporting early
childhood development have become increasingly unstable.
Against this backdrop, fundamental questions have re-emerged as central concerns for
educational research: What constitutes equity in early childhood education? Why does early
childhood matter for educational justice? And from where should a more equitable education
system be envisioned?
Rather than treating early childhood as a peripheral topic or merely as preparation for formal
schooling, this session approaches it as the foundational stage at which children's rights and
dignity should be recognized and protected.

The session begins with an international keynote address by Professor Pamela
Burnard (University of Cambridge), whose work on creativity, inclusion, ethical response-ability,

and equitable learning environments offers new perspectives for rethinking educational justice in
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contemporary societies. Building on this keynote, the session brings together insights from
pediatric neuroscience, children's rights studies, educational philosophy, and creativity research
through an interdisciplinary and international dialogue on equity in early childhood education.
By connecting these perspectives, the session seeks to explore how educational justice and equity

might be reimagined from the foundation of education.

International Keynote Speaker :
Pamela Burnard (University of Cambridge)
Designing Equitable Learning Environments: Creativity, Inclusion, and Ethical Response-

ability

Panelists :
Naoko Narita (Bunkyo University) : Biological and developmental foundations: Why does early
childhood matter?
Mao Niida (The University of Tokyo) : Raising the fundamental question: What should equity
guarantee?
Daniel Ferguson (George Mason University) : Institutional Structures and Educational

Transitions: Where does inequity emerge?

Moderators:

Shinko Kondo (Bunkyo University)
Satoshi Takahashi (The University of Osaka)
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